 The Birth of Billings Open Bible Church

The Beginning
Carl Hart, Pastor of the Hardin Open Bible Church, had such a burden for the larger city of Billings that he began to hold meetings during the week in the Shangrila building at 8th Street West and Lewis Ave. His daughter, Bonnie Hart, helped him and played the piano. Rev Atwood Eddy came to Billings to help lay the foundation for Ray and Helen Smith, who were presented with this need a short while before they were to graduate from Bible College. Ray and Helen Smith arrived in Billings, Montana, in July of 1953, fresh out of Open Bible College in Des Moines, Iowa.  
Our starting constituency of five was Bonnie Hart, a 20 year old whose father had just previously pastored in Hardin, “Sister” Bostick, an elderly Crow Indian lady, Flossie Wilhite (DeLeeuw), who came with us from Bible school, and Helen and me. To start with, I preached to four people, trying to pretend they were hundreds.

We rented a room in the basement of the Odd Fellow’s Hall downtown. The room had no windows but it was all we had. We built home-made pews and a pulpit.

We decided on two strategies: Canvas a large trailer park for children, even though they would not necessarily be permanent, and begin canvassing the city, one street at a time. Helen and I walked one side, and the girls, always within eyesight, took the other side.  The trailer park produced seventeen children and the canvassing brought in several, one family at a time. Again, we were on our way.

In the spring of 1954, we decided we had enough of the “basement” and set out to build a small church building on the lot at the corner of 13th Street and Avenue D that the region had purchased. We completed the building and moved into a two room apartment we had designed in the basement.  Even though it was only two rooms and was used for other things, it was certainly much nicer than the attic where we had previously lived. We made the board an offer they could not refuse for our wages. We would pay all bills monthly and we would take what was left. They knew that was not much, if anything. We had no children, so we could live on little. The first month we received $25.00, the second, $35.00, the third, $55.00.... (Of course, that was 50 years ago. Big difference.) People helped us with groceries, invitations to dinner, etc. We really had to watch our manners when invited to dinner so we did not rudely consume everything, especially things like fresh fruit, of which we got very little. I end this with the prayer that God will give you his vision for Billings and then give you the deepest desires of your hearts regarding that vision. Rev. Ray Smith
The Pluimer Years
Paul and Beverly Pluimer came in 1962. We began with a total of 29 people. Growth was not immediate but with the support of the Board of Elders, Ross Cole and Beverlee Frank, God began to bless and the church grew. In 1967, we were elected as the first full time Christian Education and Youth Directors for Open Bible Churches. We were asked to return two years later. The vision was renewed and through God’s total blessing and lots of prayer, a revival began. To our astonishment, Catholic nuns began attending on Sunday night along with many different denominational people. God gave us courage to encourage them “to bloom where they were planted.” In 1971 we moved into the present location. At the ribbon cutting the chairman of the Lutheran Church Board handed me the keys with the comment that we were bringing more people with us than the church had ever held. We immediately set out to raise the funds and construct the fellowship hall with lower Sunday school rooms. Many miracles took place so that we built it debt free. With over 50 years of ministry, let me add that the people of Billings made our lives and ministry under God an absolute joy. They were there when we prayed in food and they were there supporting, loving and praying for us. Pastor Paul and Beverly Pluimer
The Scott Years
Billings is Cliff’s and my favorite place on earth to live. We came to be pastors in 1976. Our first project was to pave the parking lot with all volunteer labor including the drains. We the church, were involved in “Here’s Life Billings”. We developed a basketball program which tied many into the church and coupled with other factors saw a number saved and ministered to. We developed small groups both for ministry and fellowship. God added to the church.
1979 we were blest by going to Israel with a group of people from this church. We had a fabulous trip with many interesting incidents. In 1984 the church gave us a two week all expend paid trip to Italy to visit our daughter, Glenyce, who was working with a church planting mission in Rome. The money was raised in a love offering and presented to us at a Valentine’s Banquet. We wish to thank you for your love, the good memoires and for being allowed to serve here as pastors. Betty Scott
A Message from former Pastor Steve Rogers
The thing that makes your celebration today so significant isn’t the passage of time. It is, rather, the assignments of our King which have been carried out during those years. God sent young pastors to the city. They began to pray and “infiltrate” enemy territory sharing their witness and inviting others to join them in their mission. A soul was saved, then another and another. Prayers were answered. Needs were met. The Word of God was declared. Relationships were established and a church was formed. In time, what began as a vision born in prayer became a reality visible to an entire community.

Only God knows the tally of souls saved, disciples made, ministries raised up, strongholds of Satan demolished and praise rendered to the Lord because of the existence of this church. There can be no doubt it is sufficient to cause great joy in heaven. We pray, as you lift your hearts and voices together in thanksgiving and praise for all the Lord has done through the years that from his place enthroned upon those praises the Lord will pour out a fresh anointing of his Spirit and a new vision for your future. Pastor Steve Rogers.
A Message from Current Pastors Ron and Beth Rager
It is interesting that the church was started with a bus ministry. Now 55 years later we still have an active bus ministry. Open Bible Christian Center has always reached out to the community of Billings. We are keeping that tradition alive with the bus ministry and Celebrate Recovery. A van from the church picks up women from Passages Pre-release program on Saturday evening and Sunday morning for the services. The boy scouts use our church for their annual food drive. The Live Nativity has been a Billings tradition for over 10 years. We are actively pursuing the start of an after school tutoring program. Through INSTE we are building future leaders in the church. Recently, when a women’s group outgrew the home where they were meeting we opened our doors to them. They like to call us the “Open Arms” Church. We want always to “Open our Arms” to those in our community that they might see Jesus in us. Thank you for serving along side of us as we SEEK GOD, SERVE OTHERS, AND SHARE CHRIST. Pastor Ron and Beth Rager.

Church Of The Open Bible
Billings, Montana
1954-2010

SUMMER 1953 – Ray and Helen Smith come to Billings to pioneer a church

DECEMBER 3, 1954 – Church of the Open Bible is chartered with Open Bible Standard Churches

SUMMER 1955 – Church is built at the corner of 13th St W and Ave D, (included basement apartment)

Cye Coller assumes pastorate, Parsonage at 1241 Ave D purchased

Paul and Beverly Pluimer come to Billings 

Merrill Surls takes over as pastor 
Paul and Beverly Pluimer become the first Christian Education Directors for Open Bible Churches

Dennis Ray Hoke assumes the pastoral duties

Paul and Beverly Pluimer return to Billings for their second term as pastors
SUMMER 1971 – The church and parsonage are purchased at the corner of 19th St W and Howard Ave

SEPTEMBER 1, 1971 – Ribbon cutting ceremony and first Sunday in new church

SPRING 1973 – Construction begins on the Christian Education annex

APRIL 1974 – Billings hosts the Midwest region Conference and the church is dedicated

Pastor John and Nordis Shearer assume pastorate

Pastor Cliff and Betty Scott come to pastor

Mark Laurance serves as interim pastor
Pastor Scott returns to pastor for a second term

Pastor Steve and Sally Rogers assume the pastorate

Pastor Rogers resigns to become a missionary to Mexico

Pastor Buel James comes to pastor

Pastor Kelly and Diane Bradley serve as pastors 

NOVEMBER 1991 – The mortgage on the Christian Education annex is retired

JANUARY 22, 1995 – A 40th Anniversary Celebration is held

Pastor Jerry and Debbie Green comes as pastor

Pastor John and Missie Bluebaugh comes as pastor 
JANUARY 29, 2002 – The church name is officially changed to Open Bible Christian Center

Pastor Robert and Beth Milne comes as pastor

Pastor Ron and Beth Rager come to serve as pastor

MARCH 14, 2010 – A 55th Anniversary Celebration is held
