Donald E. Smith (Donny and later, Don) was born in a northern Iowa farmhouse, the eighth of nine children, the last five of whom would become Open Bible pastors and missionaries. After grade school in Clarion, Iowa and later, graduating from high school in Waterloo, Iowa, he worked for a year on the railroad as a brakeman, saving money for college at the University of Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls, IA.
 
After one year of college, Don was born again in a tent revival in Marshalltown, IA and called to preach the gospel. In September, he enrolled at the Open Bible Institute, where a year later, he met and married Margaret Sponsler of Burlington, IA. Don remained in school for the first fourth year class to allow Margaret, who had
borne their first of four children, to graduate from night school.
 
During his first year of Bible institute, Don was filled with the Holy Spirit and later, baptized in water, taking a new convert into the water with him. It was glorious.
 
After graduating in 1953, (along with his brother, former Open Bible president Ray, Mission USA director Don R. Bryan and others,) he and Margaret began their official Open Bible ministry in Onida, SD, a town of 800
population with a small rural church building without a bathroom or other conveniences. God blessed their ministry among the faithful congregation until a year later when they were accepted for service on the island of Cuba. This ministry would last for 6 years, until Fidel Castro's pressure on the Cuban pastors forced them to leave. The one church they were able to build near the Havana airport now has 1,000 trying to enter the small building for Sunday services. Cuba is in a great revival.
 
From Cuba, Don and Margaret accepted the pastorate of a small church in Sunnyvale, CA, where they ministered for nine years until they were accepted by the mission board to open the new Open Bible country of Spain. They were blessed by God and helped to begin three churches, plus seeing the beginning of INSTE and helping prepare workers to carry on the ministry. Spain Open Bible Churches is now experiencing miraculous growth. After returning to the USA in 1993, they were asked to move to Mexico to develop the INSTE program there. Although they never had more than 150 students, they were able to train new leadership. There are now more than 1,200 students.
 
After returning to the States in 2001, they were called to an interim pastorate in Pella, IA. During this time, they were asked to lead the Hispanic ministry of Central Region. After several years, they asked the Mtn. Plains directors for permission to also minister to the pastors and churches of this region. This was granted. After living five years in Tulsa, OK, they moved to Denver, CO in April of 2008, where they now reside. 
 
Although new directors of Ethnic Ministries were named for the Central Region in May, 2011, the Smiths continue as directors of Hispanic ministries in the Mtn. Plains Region. They are thankful for the confidence of their leadership and believe God for great things.
